
Easton, Pennsylvania              December 13, 2012 
 
 

A regular meeting of the Northampton County Council was 
held on the above date with the following present: John Cusick, 
President; Margaret L. Ferraro, Vice President; Thomas H. 
Dietrich; Bruce A. Gilbert; Kenneth M. Kraft; Lamont G. McClure, 
Jr.;  Scott Parsons;  Barbara A. Thierry;  Robert F. Werner; 
Frank E. Flisser, Clerk to Council, and Philip D. Lauer,  
Solicitor to Council.   
 
 
Prayer 
 

Mr. Cusick led County Council in prayer to open the 
meeting. 
 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Mr. Cusick led County Council in the pledge of allegiance. 
 
 
Approval of the Minutes 
 

Mr. Kraft made the following motion: 
 

Be It Moved By the Northampton County Council that the 
minutes of the November 27, 2012 meeting shall be approved. 
 

Mrs. Thierry seconded the motion. 
 

The minutes were approved by voice acclamation. 
 
 

Courtesy of the Floor 
 
 Ms. Wanda Heitzman, 1222 Lehigh Street, Easton, PA – 
advised she was a County employee of 21 years and had an elderly 
father that lived in Bushkill Township, who recently told her 
that he was having problems paying his taxes.  She further 
advised an appeal was made with the Revenue Appeals Board and 
his taxes were reduced. 
 
 Ms. Heitzman stated his original assessment was $68,000 and 
it was reduced to $48,800, noting it was admitted during the 
hearing that this error existed from 1985 until the present.  
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Therefore, she urged the County to take the necessary steps to 
do a reassessment because it was desperately needed as there 
were probably a lot of individuals who were in the same 
situation as her father. 
 
 
Confirmation of Appointments 
 
 Mr. Cusick advised the Personnel Committee met yesterday, 
December 12, 2012, to review the County Executive’s appointments 
and re-appointments to authorities, boards and commissions.  
 
 Mr. Kraft introduced the following resolution: 
 
 R. 113-2012 RESOLVED, by the Northampton County Council 
that the following individuals shall be confirmed in their 
appointments/re-appointments as indicated hereafter: 

 
CHILDREN, YOUTH AND 
FAMILIES ADVISORY BOARD 
 
Appointment:     Terms to Expire: 12/1/14 
Matthew Krauss 
226 Blaine Street 
East Bangor PA 18013  
 
Re-appointment: 
Rodney M. Freyman 
233 East Elizabeth Avenue 
Bethlehem PA 18018 
 
 
DRUG & ALCOHOL ADVISORY BOARD 
 
Appointments:     Term to Expire: 6/30/14 
Jonathan Glick 
427 McKeever Lane 
Northampton PA 18067 
 
Elizabeth Prinzi    Term to Expire: 6/30/13 
508 Thomas Street 
Apt. 201 
Bethlehem, PA  18015 
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GAMING REVENUE & ECONOMIC 
REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
 
Re-appointments:    Terms to Expire: 12/31/17 
 
Municipality Representative- 
City of Bethlehem 
Joseph M. Kelly, Esq. 
Assistant City Solicitor 
915 Linden Street 
Bethlehem PA 18018 
 
 
Municipality Representative- 
Borough of Hellertown  
David J. Heintzelman 
326 Main Street 
Hellertown PA 18055 
 
 
LEHIGH VALLEY PLANNING COMISSION 
 
Appointments:     Terms to Expire: 12/31/16 
 
Citizens 
Christen T. Borso 
1614 Geraldine Street 
Bethlehem PA 18017 
 
Kevin Lott 
319 Durham Street 
Hellertown PA 18055 
 
Seth V. Vaughn 
2649 East Boulevard 
Bethlehem PA 18017 
 
Re-appointments:    Terms to Expire: 12/31/13 
 
Elected Officials 
John N. Diacogiannis 
Hanover Townshi8p Supervisor 
1360 Bonnie Avenue 
Bethlehem PA 18017-1012 
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Robert A. Lammi 
Palmer Township Supervisor 
2809 Washington Street 
Palmer Township 
Easton PA 18045 
 
Thomas J. Nolan 
Bethlehem Township Supervisor 
3910 Kipton Court 
Bethlehem PA 18020 
 
Michael Reph  
249 East Main Street 
Bath PA 18014 
 
 
LEHIGH VALLEY WORKFORCE 
INVESTMENT BOARD 
 
Appointments:     Terms to Expire:  12/31/15 
 
Business Category 
Anne Baum 
Vice President, Lehigh Valley 
Capital Blue Cross 
3621 Hickory Hill Road 
Bethlehem PA 18015 
 
Connie Hood 
Director of Human Resources 
Concannon Miller & Co. 
3576 Westminster Way 
Nazareth PA 18064 
 
Re-appointments: 
Patrick Clasen 
1179 Meadow Lark Way 
Bethlehem PA 18015 
 
Todd Donnelly 
4727 Kathy Drive 
Bethlehem PA 18017 
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Edward J. Easterly, Esq. 
5 Vista Drive 
Easton PA 18040 
 
 
Education Category 
Dr. Mark Erickson, President 
Northampton Community College 
3564 Bethman Road 
Easton PA 18045 
 
 
Community Based Organization Category 
Gregg Dowty 
2000 South 25th Street 
Easton PA 18042 
 
 
RETIREMENT BOARD 
 
Re-appointments:    Terms to Expire: 12/31/14 
Margaret (Peg) Ferraro 
County Council’s Representative 
339 Schoeneck Avenue 
Nazareth PA 18064 
 
Bruce A. Gilbert 
County Council Member 
6 Wilden Drive West 
Easton PA 18045 
 
Robert Werner  
County Council Member 
705 Paxinosa Avenue 
Easton PA 18042 
 
Doran Hamann 
County Executive Representative 
Northampton County Budget  
 Administrator and Acting Fiscal  
 Director 
3552 Sutton Place 
Bethlehem PA 18020 
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John R. Mehler 
Employee Representative 
Northampton County Area Agency 
 on Aging Administrator 
2741 Stephens Street 
Easton PA 18045 
 
 
John D. Weaver, LCSW, BCD, ACSW 
Retired Employee Representative 
4635 Hillview Drive 
Nazareth PA 18064-8531 
 
Re-appointment:    Term to Expire:  12/31/13 
John Stoffa 
County Executive 
3519 Kreidersville Road 
Northampton PA 18067 
 
 
 As there were no questions or comments, Mr. Cusick called 
for the vote. 
 
 The vote:  Kraft, “yes”; Dietrich, “yes”; Ferraro, “yes”; 
Gilbert, “yes”; Parsons, “yes”; Thierry, “yes”; Werner, “yes” 
and Cusick, “yes”. 
 
 The resolution was adopted by a vote of 8-0. 
 
 
Lehigh-Northampton Airport Authority Update 
 
 Mr. Cusick stated representatives of the Lehigh Northampton 
Airport Authority (LNAA) were present to provide an update on 
matters pertaining to the airport. 
 
 Mr. Michael Dowd, Secretary-Treasurer - LNAA, asked if they 
could give their presentation once their Chairman, Mr. T. 
Anthony Iannelli arrived.  
 
 
County Executive’s Report 
 
 Mr. John Stoffa, County Executive, advised he would defer 
his time to the Department of Human Services presentation. 
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Consideration of the Route 33 Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Plan 
Amendment 
 
 Mr. Cusick stated at the request of the Department of 
Community and Economic Development (DCED), a resolution was 
prepared amending the Route 33 TIF Plan. 
 
 Mr. Lauer advised he received a telephone call from the 
Industrial Development Authority Solicitor informing him that as 
the TIF developed, there were some very minor factual matters 
that turned out not to be 100% accurate in the original TIF 
Plan. 
 
 In response to Mr. Cusick’s question as to the reason for 
the discrepancies, Ms. Alicia Karner, DCED Economic Development 
Administrator, stated after the TIF Plan was developed in the 
Spring of 2011, it went through the approval process and an 
ordinance was adopted by County Council on October 24, 2011, 
with the creation date being July 1, 2012.  She further stated 
because of the length of time involved, the millage rate 
increased for the Easton Area School District and the tax 
increment base changed because there was some work done on the 
property, however, she did not know the reason for the 
difference in the acreage. 
 
 Ms. Karner advised this was not something County Council 
had to do, but it would allow for all the documents to be 
consistent. 
 
 In answer to Mr. Cusick’s question as to whether the 
ordinance should be changed, Mr. Lauer stated if there were 
significant changes, he would recommend amending the ordinance, 
but the ordinance only referred to the plan and the plan itself, 
had these changes. 
 
 Mr. Cusick introduced the following resolution: 
 
 R. 114-2012 WHEREAS, on October 21, 2011, Northampton 
County Council approved Ordinance No. 538, creating the Route 33 
Interchange Tax Increment Financing (TIF) District.  This 
Ordinance included a copy of the Route 33 TIF Plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, since that time, the Northampton County Industrial 
Development Authority (NCIDA) has worked diligently towards 
preparing all the documents in advance of the sale of bonds to 
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fund the project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, several items identified in the documents have 
changed since originally presented.  As of July 1, 2012 (the 
effective date of the TIF District), these items including the 
following: 
 

1. Total acres listed as the TIF Plan Parcel are 691.18, 
not 689.47 as indicated in the TIF Plan. 

 
2. The Tax Increment Base value is $2,186,500, not 

$2,208,600 as indicated in the TIF Plan. 
 

3. Total Base Date Millage Rates are 71.61 mills, not 
70.297, as indicated in the TIF Plan.; and 

 
 WHEREAS, these numbers are used throughout both the TIF 
Plan and the Tables and Exhibits and for consistency, the NCIDA 
would like to correct these numbers in the TIF, which will have 
a minor effect on the calculations of real estate taxes 
throughout the document. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Northampton County 
Council that the Route 33 TIF Plan be amended to reflect the 
changes set forth in the preambles hereto. 

 
 
As there were no further questions or comments, Mr. Cusick 

called for the vote. 
 
The vote:  Cusick, “yes”; Dietrich, “yes”; Ferraro, “yes”; 

Gilbert, “yes”; Kraft, “yes”; Parsons, “yes”; Thierry, “yes” and 
Werner, “yes”. 

 
The resolution was adopted by a vote of 8-0. 
 
 

Human Services Building Presentation – Northampton County 
Executive 
 
 Mr. Stoffa advised the two major functions of the County 
were human services and the Courts.  He further advised under 
the Department of Human Services, the County served 18,379 
people and presently occupied two buildings that were going to 
require a lot of repairs.  
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 Mr. Stoffa stated a committee was formed to look at the 
option of obtaining a place to house the whole Department of 
Human Services and that plan was being presented tonight.  He 
further stated this plan was presented to the division heads of 
the Department of Human Services and the unions. 
 
 Mr. Ken Mohr, President, Mohr Management Consultants, 
advised that Mr. Stoffa asked him to join a team he had put 
together to look at this concept and see how it could be 
advanced.  He then gave a power point presentation regarding 
this issue (see Attachment #1). 
 
 Mr. Mohr stated the Wolf Building was built around 1890 and 
was bought by the County in the late 1980’s and housed the Area 
Agency on Aging; Children, Youth and Families; Information and 
Referral/Emergency Services and Veterans Affairs.  He further 
stated the estimated future capital cost was $3.3 million over 
the next five to ten years. 
 
 Mr. Mohr advised the Bechtel Building was built around 1962 
and purchased by the County in the early 1990’s and housed 
Developmental Programs; Drug and Alcohol; Early Intervention; 
HealthChoices; Mental Health; Weights and Measures and a 
Juvenile Probation Satellite Office.  He further advised the 
estimated future capital cost was $1 million over the next five 
to ten years. 
 
 Mr. Mohr stated the objective of the committee was to 
consolidate the Department of Human Services and other County 
offices into a cost effective, state of the art, centralized 
facility.  He further stated having one facility would put all 
the divisions together making it convenient for the clients, it 
would lower operational costs, negate expensive capital repairs 
to the Wolf and Bechtel buildings and put them back on the tax 
rolls, it would provide additional security for employees and 
clients and it would provide an opportunity to house additional 
County offices. 
 
 Mr. Mohr advised the project team consisted of Mr. Steve 
DeSalva, Director of Public Works; Mr. Thomas Dietrich, County 
Councilman; Mr. Doran Hamann, Acting Director of Fiscal Affairs; 
Mr. Thomas Harp, Director of Administration; Mr. Kenneth Kraft, 
County Councilman; Mr. Ross Marcus, Director of Human Services; 
Mr. John Stoffa, County Executive, and himself. 
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 Mr. Mohr stated the team came up with 52 issues of primary 
importance to a new facility and he reviewed the top 16.  He 
further stated they solicited site locations from a variety of 
sources and 26 properties were chosen.  He noted they ranked the 
26 and came up with 14 and that was eventually reduced to three 
of which one was an existing building and two were “build to 
suit” propositions. 
 
 Mr. Mohr advised they reviewed lease terms, conducted a 
cost and terms comparison analysis, toured the existing building 
and interviewed developers for the other buildings and then 
ranked them.  He further advised the team unanimously chose the 
property at 2801 Emrick Boulevard, Bethlehem Township, as the 
one that would be most compatible to the needs of the County.  
 
 Mr. Mohr stated the landlord would be Polaris Properties, 
which was the development arm of North Star Construction 
Management Firm, and it would be a 15 year lease with two five 
year options to renew and one four year ten month option to 
renew.  He further stated the County would have an option every 
five years to purchase the building.  
 
 Mr. Mohr advised the building would be approximately 66,000 
square feet, three stories on 5.36 acres with 256 parking 
spaces.  He further advised the delivery date would be the 
fourth quarter of 2013.  He noted they hoped to use the proceeds  
from the sale of the Bechtel and Wolf Buildings for this 
building. 
 
 Mr. Mohr stated the taxes, utilities and insurance would be 
paid by the County, tenant improvements would be approved by the 
County, completed by Polaris and partially paid for by the 
County with the proceeds from the Wolf and Bechtel Buildings, 
construction would use prevailing wage and the operating 
expenses would be paid for by the County or the landlord as 
agreed upon from year to year. 
 
 Mr. McClure arrived at the meeting at this time. 
 
 Mr. Mohr advised they estimated to receive approximately 
$2.8 million from the sale of the Wolf and Bechtel Buildings, 
noting there were developers who were interested in these 
properties.  He further advised the $2.8 million would be used 
for a portion of the tenant improvements, furniture, fixtures 
and equipment, professional fees and contingency. 
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 Mr. Mohr stated the current Department of Human Services 
budget, not including Gracedale, was $130 million and this could 
cost an additional $160,000 to $300,000 more, which could be 
divided between the County and the State.  He further stated the 
County could incur some savings from capital repairs at the Wolf 
and Bechtel Buildings, utilities, tax revenue, leasing costs for 
a District Justice office and the sub-leasing of approximately 
5,000 square feet. 
  
 Mr. Mohr then reviewed the operating qualitative 
considerations and the timeline, with the occupancy being during 
the fourth quarter of 2013. 
 
 Mr. Stoffa advised one of the reasons he wanted to go with 
this plan was due to the parking because it was very hard to 
find a building that had adequate parking spaces.  He further 
advised they talked about having other County services available 
in this building, such as paying taxes. 
 
 In response to Mr. Parsons’ question as to what the 
procedure would be in selling the Bechtel and Wolf Buildings, 
Mr. Mohr stated it still had to be worked out, but they would 
set a minimum that the County would accept and solicit proposals 
and those that met the minimum or more would be considered. 
 
 Mr. Cusick advised his preferred methods for disposing of 
property were auction and sealed bid, but he did not feel that 
was the Administration’s preferred policy. 
 
 In answer to Mr. Cusick’s question as to what would be 
their method for disposing of the two properties after they 
received the two certified appraisals, Mr. Mohr replied it had 
not been fully worked out, but it would be one where the County 
would get a minimum of what they were worth, possibly more, and 
it could also be qualitative in terms of what the project would 
be for the community.  
 
 In response to Mr. Gilbert’s question as to how much of the 
Wolf Building contained the Area Agency on Aging and what 
percentage of the 18,000 clients the County serviced were 
elderly, Mr. Marcus stated they currently occupied a majority of 
the first floor and he would estimate 15-20%. 
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 Mr. Gilbert advised if the County was looking at how best 
to serve an aging population, he felt there was some merit to 
this location. 
 
 Mr. Marcus stated one of the things they looked to bring 
into a new building was that visitors to the building would not 
have to leave the first floor, noting there would be areas where 
the social workers would come to the client so they would not 
have to go all over the building as they did now. 
 
 Mrs. Ferraro advised she wanted to thank the committee and 
all its hard work and she felt this was something that was 
needed for a long time and this building was going to be 
designed for its use. 
 
 Mr. Cusick stated it was his understanding that the Wolf 
Building was going to be a Keystone Opportunity Zone (KOZ) so 
that would remove it from the tax rolls for ten years so he 
wondered if there was any further information regarding the 
matter. 
 
 Mr. Mohr advised he could not speak to a KOZ being at that 
site.  He further advised their estimates were based on a lot of 
assumptions, but even KOZ properties eventually went back onto 
the tax rolls.  He noted when a property was made a KOZ area, 
all the surrounding properties became extremely more valuable 
and the secondary development around it almost superseded what 
was given up during the years it was a KOZ area. 
 
 City of Easton Mayor Sal Panto stated the plan was to make 
this a KOZ area as an incentive for a developer to put money 
into the building since the County was giving up it so it would 
not have to.   
 
 Mr. Gilbert made a motion to instruct the Administration to 
move forward with this project and provide County Council with a 
lease. 
 
 Mrs. Thierry seconded the motion. 
 
 As there were no further questions or comments, Mr. Cusick 
called for the vote. 
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 The vote:  Gilbert, “yes”; Thierry, “yes”; McClure, “no”; 
Parsons, “yes”; Werner, “yes”; Cusick, “yes”; Dietrich, “yes”; 
Ferraro, “yes” and Kraft, “yes”. 
 
 The motion passed by a vote of 8-1. 
 
 
Lehigh-Northampton Airport Authority Update 
 
 Mr. Cusick advised representatives from the LNAA were now 
all present to provide their update. 
 
 Mr. Dowd stated the last four years had seen much more 
involvement by the Board and a very good leadership.  He further 
stated they have been much more aggressive in looking at 
budgets, sources of income and reducing expenses and he felt 
they were in a much better position moving forward. 
 
 Mr. Ianelli advised he wanted to thank the County for its 
interest and support.  He further advised both Counties had 
conducted a study from which a lot of information was obtained 
and changes were made, but, unfortunately, a lot of changes had 
to come about due to loss of income.  He noted they just 
finished their first year of their two year contract with 
AvPORTS Management LLC. and introduced Mr. Charles Everett, 
their Executive Director. 
  
 Mr. Everett stated in 2011, 70,000 passengers travelled 
through the Lehigh Valley International Airport (Airport), which 
was a 3% increase over the previous year.  He further stated to 
date, they had 29 average daily flights among five airlines with 
nine non-stop destinations.   
 
 Mr. Everett advised there had been talk about cutbacks and 
airlines leaving the Airport.  He further advised of the 499 
commercial service airports across the country, about 61 of them 
had lost 50% or more of their commercial service as a direct 
result of high fuel prices, labor and aircraft equipment costs. 
 
 Mr. Everett stated last month the Board passed a budget of 
$19.6 million, which was less than 8% of the previous years 
because they were looking at cutbacks in service and layoffs.  
He further stated growth was very important and they believed 
they would be able to position themselves for growth.   
 
 Mr. Everett advised they recognized they lose a lot of 
traffic to Newark and Philadelphia and in order to capture some 
of that traffic, they had to do a better job in marketing, sales 
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and positioning themselves to attract low cost carriers.  He 
further advised they have targeted a few of these carriers, but 
domestic travel across the country had slowed down and that 
growth was really in the international area.  He noted they were 
looking at funding to build a Federal inspection station so they 
could take advantage of some of the international demand. 
 
 Mr. Everett stated in terms of fiscal sustainability, they 
had to manage resources and expenses, but they also had to grow 
non-aeronautical revenues so the real estate initiative was very 
important.   
 
 Mr. Everett advised safety was another big issue so they 
had to be sure that they were investing in prevention and 
maintaining a strong safety record.  He further advised they 
were a customer business so they had to make sure they 
understood what the customers wanted and to use social media and 
other tools so they could make sure they were meeting and/or 
exceeding customer requirements. 
 
 Mr. Everett stated they also had to make sure they were 
investing in their people in terms of training and aligning them 
with the right processes and systems at the Airport. 
 
 In conclusion, Mr. Everett advised they were facing some 
challenges for 2013, but they also had some immense 
opportunities so they have to make sure they were positioned 
appropriately. 
 
 Mr. McClure stated he was a strong supporter of the Airport 
and used it whenever possible when he travelled, however, he had 
often heard one of the reasons people did not use it was due to 
the cost and the limitation on destinations.  Therefore, he 
wondered if anything could be done about those two issues. 
 
 Mr. Everett advised cutting costs was very difficult 
because the airlines wanted to cut costs to feed their hubs and 
they did not want to overfly them so in terms of getting more 
direct service, they found it was best if they targeted a low 
cost carrier that did not have the expense structure of some of 
the larger legacy carriers, but that has been difficult because 
of the volatile fuel prices. 
 
 In answer to Mr. McClure’s question as to whether the 
Airport had enough data points now to see what the traffic was, 
Mr. Everett replied they did. 
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 Mr. McClure stated the Lehigh Valley was the third largest 
metropolitan area in the Commonwealth and he felt it was 
important to continue growing the region economically and an 
airport was needed to do it.  He then asked, based on the data 
points and the costs, was the Airport sustainable over the long 
term. 
 
 Mr. Everett advised they believed it was a very strong 
airport to provide access for people and goods to the global 
economy, but it also supplied jobs, noting all the airports in 
the Lehigh Valley supported 6,000 jobs. 
 
 Mr. Dowd stated Mr. Bert Daday, a member of the Board of 
Governors, had put together a committee that represented most of 
the major employers in the area to determine where they wanted 
to travel to and then use that as an incentive to attract 
airlines. 
 
 Mrs. Ferraro advised she was a leisure traveller and would 
like to use the Airport, but due to the cost and the idea of 
switching planes caused her to use the other airports. 
 
 In response to Mrs. Ferraro’s question as to whether they 
had approached Spirit Airlines because they seemed to be a small 
carrier, Mr. Everett stated they had conversations with them 
within the past three months and were continuing to talk to 
them.  He further stated they were not really in a growth mode 
right now, but they were an ultra-low cost carrier that they 
felt would be ideal for the Airport. 
 
 Mrs. Thierry advised she flew to Florida several times a 
year, but had to use one of the other airports because Allegiant 
Airlines only flew during the week and when people had rentals, 
they were from Saturday to Saturday. 
 
 Mr. Everett stated with Frontier Airlines leaving, they 
were trying to get Allegiant to offer more flights. 
 
 Mr. Werner advised he used the Airport frequently and felt 
the community really supported it.  He then asked what control 
the Airport had over the fare structure of the airlines. 
 
 Mr. Everett stated they did not control the fares that the 
airlines charged, but they did control the costs they charged 
the airlines.  He further stated some carriers felt their costs 
were high, but they were only about 3% of their total costs.  He 
noted the biggest cost the airlines had was fuel, then labor, 
then aircraft maintenance and lastly Federal taxes.  He further 
noted they were trying to manage costs, but that was based on 
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the number of passengers that came through the Airport. 
  
 In answer to Mr. Werner’s question as whether there had 
been discussion as to whether Queen City could handle the 
traffic from the Braden Airport if it was sold, Mr. Everett 
advised they have looked at that and the Rockefeller Development 
Group was developing a concept plan that they would be 
presenting to the Board of Governors within the next few months.  
He further advised, as far as the traffic at Braden Airport, 
there was capacity at Queen City and LNAA to take it over. 
 
 In response to Mr. Werner’s question as to whether the fuel 
issue with Hooters Airlines had been resolved, Mr. Dowd stated 
they eventually went bankrupt, but they were continuing to make 
efforts to recoup the loses and the Board had made changes as to 
how credit would be extended. 
 
 In answer to Mr. Cusick’s question as to whether there had 
been a discussion to issue bonds to settle the Airport’s debt 
instead of selling assets, Mr. Everett advised there was and 
they actually did a bonding feasibility study that determined it 
would not be feasible. 
 
 In response to Mr. Cusick’s question as to the status of 
their cargo operation, Mr. Everett stated FedEx had a lot of 
flights in and out of the Airport and they expected that 
business to grow once the fuel prices were lowered. 
 
 
Introduction of the ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR AMENDMENTS TO THE 
NORTHAMPTON COUNTY HOME RULE CHARTER, ARTICLE I – ELECTED 
OFFICIALS, ARTICLE XII – MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS AND ARTICLE 
XIII - TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE FULL-
TIME ELECTIVE STATUS OF THE SHERIFF, CORONER, RECORDER OF DEEDS, 
REGISTER OF WILLS/CLERK OF COURTS – ORPHANS’ COURT DIVISION, 
CLERK OF COURTS – CIVIL  DIVISION AND CLERK OF COURTS – CRIMINAL 
DIVISION OF THE COUNTY OF NORTHAMPTON, EASTON, PENNSYLVANIA 
 
 

Mr. Cusick advised at the request of Messrs. Dietrich and 
Kraft, an ordinance was drafted providing for amendments to the 
Home Rule Charter for full-time elective status of the Sheriff, 
Coroner, Recorder of Deeds, Register of Wills, Clerk of Courts – 
Civil Division, Clerk of Courts – Criminal Division and Clerk of 
Courts – Orphans’ Court Division of the County of Northampton.  
He further advised the public hearing, debate and possible vote 
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on this ordinance was scheduled for the January 10, 2013 meeting 
of County Council.   

Messrs. Dietrich and Kraft introduced the following 
ordinance: 

 
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR AMENDMENTS TO THE 
NORTHAMPTON COUNTY HOME RULE CHARTER, 
ARTICLE I – ELECTED OFFICIALS, ARTICLE XII – 
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS AND ARTICLE XIII - 
TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS, SO AS TO PROVIDE 
FOR THE FULL-TIME ELECTIVE STATUS OF THE 
SHERIFF, CORONER, RECORDER OF DEEDS, 
REGISTER OF WILLS/CLERK OF COURTS – ORPHANS’ 
COURT DIVISION, CLERK OF COURTS – CIVIL 
DIVISION AND CLERK OF COURTS – CRIMINAL 
DIVISION OF THE COUNTY OF NORTHAMPTON, 
EASTON, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
 
 BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Northampton County 
Council that: 
 
SECTION I – PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE NORTHAMPTON COUNTY HOME 
RULE CHARTER 
 
 A. A proposed amendment to the Northampton County Home 
Rule Charter shall be prepared for presentation as a referendum 
question at the May 21, 2013 Primary Election, which referendum 
question shall be prepared and acted upon in accordance with the 
Northampton County Home Rule Charter, Article XI and all 
applicable laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
 
 B. The proposed question is: 
 
“Shall the electorate of Northampton County approve changes in 
the Northampton County Home Rule Charter ARTICLE I – ELECTED 
OFFICIALS: Section 101 [Elected Officials], Section 102 [Terms 
of Office and Elections], ARTICLE XII - MISCELLANEOUS 
PROVISIONS: Section 1205 [Definitions], (1), (4), and ARTICLE 
XIII - TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS: Section 1303 [Offices under the 
County Code] (a) and (a)(2), Section 1304 [Administrative 
Continuity] (b)(2) and (b)(3) and Section 1311 [Temporary 
Departments and Offices] (a)(6) and (d), so that the offices of 
Sheriff, Coroner, Recorder of Deeds, Register of Wills/Clerk Of 
Courts – Orphans’ Court Division, Clerk Of Courts – Civil 
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Division, and Clerk Of Courts – Criminal Division of the County 
of Northampton, Easton, Pennsylvania, shall be changed from 
appointed offices to elected offices, to be elected during the 
November 2013 General Election, with the officials so elected to 
take office in January, 2014 for four-year terms, except that 
the offices of Sheriff, Register of Wills/Clerk Of Courts – 
Orphans’ Court Division, and Clerk Of Courts – Criminal Division 
shall be elected for initial terms of two [2] years, and 
subsequent terms of four [4] years each, commensurate with the 
powers, duties and obligations of each of those offices in a 
County of the third class in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania?”  
 
During their term of office, each of the above office-holders 
shall devote full time to their respective offices and shall not 
actively engage in any other business or occupation.  The salary 
of aforesaid office-holders shall be established by the 
Northampton County Council in accordance with this Northampton 
County Home Rule Charter. 
 
 
SECTION II – EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
 A.  This ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days 
after the date of enactment. 
 
 B. The changes to the Home Rule Charter, as set forth in 
this ordinance, shall become effective upon the certification of 
the results of the referendum vote, at the May 21, 2013 Primary 
Election, by the Election Commission of the County of 
Northampton. 
 
 
Introduction of the Ordinance Re-Establishing the Farmland 
Preservation Board of the County of Northampton 
 
 Mr. Cusick stated at his request, an ordinance was prepared 
that re-established the Farmland Preservation Board of the 
County of Northampton.  He further stated the public hearing, 
debate and possible vote on this ordinance would be held at the 
January 10, 2013 meeting of County Council.   
 
 Messrs. Cusick and McClure introduced the following 
ordinance: 
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AN ORDINANCE RE-ESTABLISHING THE FARMLAND 
PRESERVATION BOARD OF THE COUNTY OF 
NORTHAMPTON 

 
 
 WHEREAS, the preservation of farmland is an integral 
component of the Northampton County Open Space Initiative and 
continues to present the County with opportunities for a 
tremendous investment in the future of Northampton County; and  
 
 WHEREAS, in 1989 the Northampton County Farmland 
Preservation Board (Board) was organized as a five (5) member 
Board, pursuant to the provisions of the Agricultural Area 
Security Law, 3 P.S. 001, et seq.; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Home Rule Charter of the County of Northampton 
provides in Article X Authorities, Boards, and Commissions, 
Section 1001. Establishment (a) By Ordinance., that the 
“County Council shall have the power by ordinance to establish 
any authority, board, or commission….”  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the 
Northampton County Council that: 
  
 I.  Reestablishment 
  (a) The Northampton County Council hereby 
reestablishes the Farmland Preservation Board of the County of 
Northampton.    
 
 II. Functions 
  (a) The Farmland Preservation Board of the County of 
Northampton shall administer the purchase of agricultural 
conservation easements pursuant to the provisions of the 
Agricultural Security Law of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 3 
P.S. 901, et seq.  
 
  (b) Once established, any revisions to the farmland 
preservation program, shall be undertaken pursuant to the 
provisions of the Agricultural Security Law of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, 3 P.S. 901, et seq. 
 
  (c) It is hereby declared that all actions taken, by 
the Farmland Preservation Board of the County of Northampton, 
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prior to the effective date this ordinance, are hereby ratified 
and confirmed.  
 III. Membership 
  (a) The Farmland Preservation Board of the County of 
Northampton shall be comprised of five (5) members who shall be 
appointed pursuant to the provisions of the Agricultural 
Security Law of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 3 P.S. 901, et 
seq., as well as the Home Rule Charter of the County of 
Northampton.  
 
 
 IV. Effective Date 
  (a)  This ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) 
days after the date of enactment.  
 
 
Consideration of the Open Space Initiative Kirkridge Project 
Amendment Resolution 
 
 Mr. Cusick advised County Council received a request from 
the Administration requesting amendments to the Kirkridge open 
space project previously approved by County Council.  
 
 Ms. Maria Bentzoni, Farmland Preservation Administrator, 
stated they were asking for an amendment to the resolution 
previously adopted by County Council because the submission of 
the survey had determined the acreage had been increased, noting 
the original submission was based on the deed acreage.  She 
further stated the requested additional funds were to cover this 
difference, noting that additional funding was also being 
requested from the Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources (DCNR). 
 
 In answer to Mr. McClure’s question as to whether they had 
the money, Ms. Bentzoni replied they did. 
 
 Mr. Cusick introduced the following resolution: 
 
 R. 115-2012 WHEREAS, the Northampton County Council 
adopted resolution Number 62-2011 at the meeting held June 16, 
2011; and  
 
 WHEREAS, in a letter dated November 30, 2012 (copy 
attached hereto and labeled as Exhibit “A”), the Nature 
Conservancy requested additional funding for the Kirkridge 
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project because the survey commissioned by the Nature 
Conservancy found the total acreage of the project increased 
from 108 acres to 116.9 acres and that an additional $13,682 in 
County funding was being requested.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Northampton County 
Council that it does hereby approve the additional allocation of 
$13,682 for the Kirkridge project, and it hereby directs the 
Northampton County Executive to appropriate the additional 
$13,682 as consideration for the conservation easement 
acquisition by the Nature Conservancy of the Kirkridge property. 
 
 IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED by the Northampton County Council 
that resolution Number 62-2011 shall be amended as indicated 
hereafter (sections marked with strikeout have been deleted and  
sections marked with bold underline have been added: 
 

“WHEREAS, the County of Northampton implemented the 
Northampton County Initiative by enacting the Northampton County 
Open Space Ordinance #423-2004 on November 5, 2004; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Northampton County Open Space Advisory Board 
has recommended the conservation easement acquisition by the 
Nature Conservancy of the Kirkridge Property, Upper Mount Bethel 
Township, County of Northampton, which is described more fully in 
Exhibit AA@ (a copy of which is attached hereto); and    

 
WHEREAS, the Northampton County funding will be used to 

acquire properties as follows: 
 

 
Property Owner(s):  Kirkridge Inc., Kirkridge Retreat &  

Study Center  
 
Site Location:   2495 Fox Gap Road, Bangor, PA 
18013,     Upper Mount Bethel Township,      
 
Parcel Identification:  B9-2-3 & B9-2-9 
 
Site Location:   Approximately 108 116.9 acres, 

wooded acreage with Minsi Lake 
vernal pools 

 
Appraised Value:   $486,000 

County Grant Request:  $199,400$213,082 
 
Other Grants:   $250,500 $276,423 Requested from PA 

DCNR  
    $51,100 Requested from Upper Mount 

         Bethel Township 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED By the Northampton County 
Council:  
 

(1) The Northampton County Council hereby directs the 
Northampton County Executive, through the office of the Program 
Administrator of the Northampton County 21st Century Open Space 
Initiative, or his/her designee, to take any and all steps 
necessary to complete the conservation easement acquisition by 
the Nature Conservancy of the Kirkridge property, Upper Mount 
Bethel Township, County of Northampton, located at 2495 Fox Gap 
Road, Bangor, PA 18013, Upper Mount Bethel Township, Northampton 
County being approximately 108 acres, and also known as 
Northampton County Uniform Parcel Identifier Numbers B9-2-3 and 
B9-2-9. 
 

(2) The Northampton County Council hereby directs the 
Northampton County Executive to appropriate $199,400 $213,082 as 
consideration for the conservation easement acquisition by the 
Nature Conservancy of the Kirkridge property.” 

 
 
 As there were no further questions or comments, Mr. Cusick 
called for the vote. 
 
 The vote:  Cusick, “yes”; Kraft, “yes”; McClure, “yes”; 
Parsons, “yes”; Thierry, “yes”; Werner, “yes”; Dietrich, “yes”; 
Ferraro, “yes” and Gilbert, “yes”. 
 
 
Consideration of Administrative Code Article XIII Contract 
Approval Resolutions: a. Excess Workers Compensation Insurance 
Coverage; b. Assessment System Upgrade; c. Remains Transport 
Services  
 

Mr. Cusick advised from time to time, County Council was 
asked to approve certain contracts due to the provisions of 
Administrative Code Article XIII.  He further advised the 
Finance Committee met yesterday to review these three proposed 
contracts. 

 
Mr. Cusick introduced the following resolutions: 
 

 Excess Workers Compensation Insurance Coverage 
 
 R. 116-2012 WHEREAS, Northampton County Administrative 
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Code Article XIII Procurement and Disposition of County 
Property, Section 13.16 Contracts and Agreements c. (1) requires 
approval of County Council for "...any contract exceeding 
$100,000, which was awarded using the Competitive Negotiation, 
Negotiation After Competitive Sealed Bidding, and 
Non-Competitive Negotiation source selection methods. For 
contracts with renewal clauses, the entire potential payout if 
all renewal clauses are exercised under the terms of the 
contract must be considered when determining if Council approval 
is necessary"; and 
 

WHEREAS, on November 30, 2012, the Northampton County 
Council received a request from the County Executive for County 
Council to adopt a resolution approving a one year contract in 
the amount of $131,581 with Safety National Casualty Corporation 
for excess worker’s compensation coverage.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Northampton County 

Council does hereby concur with the recommendation of the County 
Executive to award a contract to Safety National Casualty 
Corporation for excess worker’s compensation coverage. 
 
  
 Assessment System Upgrade 
 
 R. 117-2012 WHEREAS, Northampton County Administrative 
Code Article XIII Procurement and Disposition of County 
Property, Section 13.16 Contracts and Agreements c. (1) requires 
approval of County Council for "...any contract exceeding 
$100,000, which was awarded using the Competitive Negotiation, 
Negotiation After Competitive Sealed Bidding, and 
Non-Competitive Negotiation source selection methods. For 
contracts with renewal clauses, the entire potential payout if 
all renewal clauses are exercised under the terms of the 
contract must be considered when determining if Council approval 
is necessary"; and 
 

WHEREAS, on November 29, 2012, the Northampton County 
Council received a request from the County Executive for County 
Council to adopt a resolution approving a three year contract in 
the amount of $765,000 with Tyler Technologies for upgrades for 
current software used by the County real estate and assessment 
systems.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Northampton County 
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Council does hereby concur with the recommendation of the County 
Executive to award a contract to Tyler Technologies for upgrades 
for current software used by the County real estate and 
assessment systems. 
 Remains Transport Services 
 
 R. 118-2012 WHEREAS, Northampton County Administrative 
Code Article XIII Procurement and Disposition of County 
Property, Section 13.16 Contracts and Agreements c. (1) requires 
approval of County Council for "...any contract exceeding 
$100,000, which was awarded using the Competitive Negotiation, 
Negotiation After Competitive Sealed Bidding, and 
Non-Competitive Negotiation source selection methods. For 
contracts with renewal clauses, the entire potential payout if 
all renewal clauses are exercised under the terms of the 
contract must be considered when determining if Council approval 
is necessary"; and 
 

WHEREAS, on November 29, 2012, the Northampton County 
Council received a request from the County Executive for County 
Council to adopt a resolution approving two contracts, the total 
compensation of which is estimated at $135,000, with T.O.C. 
Services, LLC and Jay H. Gilbert Services, LLC, for remains 
transport services for the Coroner’s Office. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Northampton County 

Council does hereby concur with the recommendation of the County 
Executive to award contracts to with T.O.C. Services, LLC and 
Jay H. Gilbert Services, LLC, for remains transport services for 
the Coroner’s Office. 

 
 
As there were no questions or comments, Mr. Cusick called 

for the vote. 
 
The vote:  Cusick, “yes”; Parsons, “yes”; Thierry, “yes”; 

Werner, “yes”; Dietrich, “yes”; Ferraro, “yes”; Gilbert, “yes”; 
Kraft, “yes” and McClure, “yes”. 

 
The resolutions were adopted by a vote of 9-0. 
 
 

Introduction of the Revenue Appeals Board Rules of Procedure 
Resolution 
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 Mr. Cusick stated the Revenue Appeals Board requested 
County Council approve Rules of Procedure for their board.  He 
further stated this issue was reviewed at the Finance Committee 
meeting.      
 Mr. Cusick introduced the following resolution: 
 
 R. 119-2012 

 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF NORTHAMPTON 
COUNTY ADOPTING THE REVISED AND AMENDED APPEAL 

PROCEDURES, RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE  
NORTHAMPTON COUNTY BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS 

 
 
 WHEREAS, Northampton County Charter Section 1004.(b) Rules 
of Procedures, states that “Each authority, board, and 
commission shall have the power to establish its rules of 
procedure, including methods of requiring regular attendance at 
meetings; such rules of procedure shall not become effective 
unless the County Council by resolution approves them.”; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Revenue Appeals Board has recently amended and 
updated its appeal procedures, rules and regulations. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by County Council of 
Northampton County that the amended and revised Revenue Appeals 
Board Procedures, Rules and Regulations are hereby adopted this 
13th day of December 2012.  A true and correct copy of said 
revised Appeal Procedures, Rules and Regulations are attached 
hereto and made a part hereof as Exhibit “A”. 
 
 
 Mr. McClure advised that over the past year or so, the 
Revenue Appeals Board twice determined that certain properties 
at SteelStacks should be on the tax rolls and the County 
ultimately made a decision not to pursue the sustainment of that 
appeal to the Courts. 
 
 Mr. Hamann stated he was not part of the appeal process, 
but it was his understanding when it was determined the appeal 
would go to Court, additional background research work was done 
by an independent firm to determine if the SteelStacks qualified 
under the Internal Revenue Service regulations to be a non-
profit organization.  He further stated prior to going to Court, 
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it was determined they did qualify so that was why the decision 
was made not to pursue it.  
 
 
 In response to Mr. McClure’s question as to whether the 
Revenue Appeals Board changed its decision, Mr. Hamann replied 
not to his knowledge because once their decision was made and 
the appeal process continued, they were not part of the 
equation. 
 
 In answer to Mr. McClure’s question as to whether the 
Revenue Appeals Board was an independent body, Mr. Hamann 
advised it was an independent body when they listened to the 
appeals and rendered their decisions.   He further advised based 
upon their decisions, the individual taxpayer had the right to 
accept their decision or to go the next step and take it to 
Court and in that case, they were not taking the Revenue Appeals 
Board to Court, but the County. 
 
 In response to Mr. McClure’s question as to whether he had 
ever seen a decision by the Revenue Appeals Board not be 
defended in Court by the County, Mr. Hamann stated he could not 
recall if it ever happened.     
 
 Mr. McClure advised this really looked like politicization 
of the revenue appeals process and he realized the ArtsQuest 
people were very influential, but average people who received 
revenue appeals decisions, which had a huge impact on their 
lives, had to be able to rely on the revenue appeals process 
without the potential of politicization.  He further advised he 
felt the Revenue Appeals Board’s decision should have been 
defended in Court. 
 
 As there were no further questions or comments, Mr. Cusick 
called for the vote. 
 
 The vote:  Cusick, “yes”; Dietrich, “yes”; Ferraro, “yes”; 
Gilbert, “yes”; Kraft, “yes”; McClure, “no”; Parsons, “yes”; 
Thierry, “yes” and Werner, “yes”. 
 
 The resolution was adopted by a vote of 8-1. 
 
 
Consideration of the Resolution Establishing the 2013 
Northampton County Council Meeting Schedule 
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  Mr. Cusick stated a resolution was prepared establishing 
the 2013 County Council meeting schedule for 2013.  He further 
stated the regular meetings would be held on the first and third 
Thursday of each month, commencing at 6:30 p.m., prevailing 
time, with the exception of the meetings in January and the 
first meeting in July.   

 
  Mr. Cusick introduced the following resolution: 
 

  R. 120-2012 RESOLVED, by the Northampton County 
Council that: (1) In accordance with Northampton County Home 
Rule Charter Section 206(a), the Northampton County Council 
organizational meeting will be held on Monday, January 7, 2013, 
and will begin at 4:30 p.m., prevailing time, in the third floor 
meeting room, room #3116, Northampton County Courthouse, 669 
Washington Street, Easton, Pennsylvania; and (2) The regular 
schedule of meetings for the year 2013, shall be conducted on 
the first and third Thursday of each respective month, beginning 
at 6:30 p.m., prevailing time, in the third floor meeting room, 
room #3116, Northampton County Courthouse, 669 Washington 
Street, Easton, Pennsylvania, with the following exceptions: (a) 
for the month of January, the meetings scheduled for January 3 
and 17 are cancelled and rescheduled for January 10, 2013 and 
January 24, 2013 respectively.  Both will begin at 6:30 p.m., 
prevailing time and both will be held in the third floor meeting 
room, room #3116, Northampton County Courthouse, 669 Washington 
Street, Easton, Pennsylvania., (b) for the month of July 2013 
the meeting scheduled for Thursday, July 4, 2013 is canceled and 
rescheduled for Tuesday, July 2, 2013 and will begin at 6:30 
p.m., prevailing time, in the third floor meeting room, room 
#3116, Northampton County Courthouse, 669 Washington Street, 
Easton, Pennsylvania and (c) for the month of December 2013, the 
meeting normally scheduled  for December 19, 2013 is canceled 
and rescheduled for December 12, 2013 and will begin at 4:30 
p.m., prevailing time, in the third floor meeting room, room 
#3116, Northampton County Courthouse, 669 Washington Street, 
Easton, Pennsylvania. 
 
 
 In answer to Mr. Dietrich’s question as to why the meeting 
was moved to July 2, 2013, which was a Tuesday, and not simply 
moved to the Thursday of the following week, Mr. Cusick advised 
the decision was made so meetings would be held every other week 
to enable the introduction and advertisement of an ordinance, if 
any, in a timely manner. 
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 As there were no further questions or comments, Mr. Cusick 
called for the vote. 
  
 
 The vote:  Cusick, “yes”; Ferraro, “yes”; Gilbert, “yes”; 
Kraft, “yes”; McClure, “yes”; Parsons, “yes”; Thierry, “yes”; 
Werner, “yes” and Dietrich, “yes”. 
 
 The resolution was adopted by a vote of 9-0. 
 
 
Consideration of the Appointment of County Solicitor 
 
 Mr. Cusick stated at yesterday’s meeting, the Personnel 
Committee reviewed the County Executive’s appointment to the 
position of County Solicitor. 
 
 Mr. Kraft introduced the following resolution: 
 
 R. 121-2012 RESOLVED, by County Council of Northampton 
County that Daniel G. Spengler shall be confirmed in his 
appointment as County Solicitor, pay grade RS-12, salary 
$56,782, effective January 1, 2013. 
 
 
 Mr. McClure advised he felt the appointee was more than 
qualified having previously served in this position and he was 
going to support his appointment. 
 
 Mr. Daniel Spengler stated he wanted to thank Mr. Stoffa 
for appointing him and he hoped County Council confirmed it, 
noting he was the County Solicitor for two years. 
 
 Mr. Karl Longenbach, County Solicitor, advised he believed 
Mr. Spengler was an excellent choice and would do a good job. 
 
 As there were no further questions or comments, Mr. Cusick 
called for the vote. 
 
 The vote:  Kraft, “yes”; Dietrich, “yes”; Ferraro, “yes”; 
Gilbert, “yes”; McClure, “yes”; Parsons, “yes”; Thierry, “yes”; 
Werner, “yes” and Cusick, “yes”. 
 
 The resolution was adopted by a vote of 9-0. 
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 Mr. Stoffa stated he wanted to take this opportunity to 
thank Mr. Longenbach for his many years of service. 
 
 
 Mr. Gilbert advised he wanted to thank everyone on County 
Council for providing a year where a lot got accomplished and it 
was a pleasure to serve with them.  He further advised he wanted 
to thank the Administration for the work they did every day to 
help keep the County safe and take care of its citizens. 
 
 
Adjournment 
 
 Mr. McClure made a motion to adjourn. 
 
 Mr. Cusick seconded the motion. 
 
 The motion passed by acclamation. 
 
 
 
 
        
            Frank E. Flisser 

Clerk to Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


